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RICHMOND ENttUlKEK.

KK1DAY MORNING, APRII. I«, l8g2'_
WHIG STATE CONVENTION.

_

The Convention met at eight o'clock, P. M., 00 nes

day, at the African Church. .

The Committee of 15 mado their report, presentme,
names of the following gontlemen, as permamen. o cer9 o.

the Convention:

Cocke; 14, W E Cunningham ; 15, Alex Butler.
# Secbktabiss.Jno Scott of the Times; J W Syme of

the Petersburg Intelligencer; O P Baldwin of the Republican;
^

_
J VV Spalding of the Whig; Tyree Maupin of the Harrisonburg

'¦^Republican.V~ Mr. Strother was then conducted to the Chair and deliver-

ed an address.
Mr. Scott of F., ofTored the following resolutions:
1. Resolved, That a commit tee of fifteen, to be selected by

the President, be appointed to recommend to this Conven¬
tion the rules of order proper to be observed for the govern¬
ment of its deliberations.

2. Resolved, That a committee of fifteen, be appointed to

report resolutions proper to be adopted by the Convention,
expressive of the leading principles of the Whig party, and

defining >ts position relative to the measures of Federal le¬

gislation commonly known as the Compromise, and that
such committee consist of ono delegate from each Congres¬
sional district, to be chosen respectively by the delegations
from the same.

3. Resolved, That the several delegations from the said
Congressional districts recommend to the Convention suita¬
ble persons for electors and assistant electors in their respec¬
tive districts, and for assistant electors in the counties com¬

prising the same; and that they further recommend two de¬

legates and alternates from each district to represent the

Whigs of this State in the Whig National Convention.
The 1st and 2d resolutions were unanimously adopted; the

3d resolution gave rise to debate, and was finally laid upon
the table.
On motion the Convention then adjourned till Thursday,

11 o'clock.
The Whig Convention continued its sessions yesterday.

As was said the night before by Mr. Jackson of Wood, in
the warm discussion with Mr. Turner of Fauquier a« to the

number of delegates to be sent to the National Convention,
there are in the Whig party "Old Fogies" and "progressive
Young America." This fact was developed yesterday..
Mr. Scott of Fauquier had moved a resolution for the ap¬
pointment of said delegates by the Convention itself, after
they shall have been reported by the various delegations..
Mr. Macfariand moved to amend so as to send that matter

to the people, who, in District Conventions, shall appoint
suid delegates. Quite a zealous discussion aro6e and was

continued for nearly two hours, by Messrs. Macfariand of
this city, Maupinof Rockingham, Scott of Powhatan, and
Patrick of Kanawha, in favor of the district system; and by
Messrs. Imboden of Augusta, Scott of Fauquier, Hill Car¬
ter of Charles City, and Witcher of Pittsylvania, in favor of
the appointment of the delegates by the central power in
this Convention. By the speakers on the side of the dis¬
tricts, it was strongly contended that, under thoold system of
central appointment, the Whigs had always been beaten in

Virginia, and that they should profit in this regard by ihe

policy of the Democrats.that many of the counties of the
State were not represented, and that, in the appointment of

the Delegates by this Convention, the wishes of the people
could not be carried out with any thing like the same fairness
as by appointment by the people in district Conventions,
the assembling of which bodies would generate enthusiasm.
Mr. Maupin spoke quite plainly to the point. He is the
editor of a Whig paper in Rockingham which has read our

friend Semple of the Fredericksburg News, out of the Whig
church, on account of his anti-Scott d eclarations. Mr. M.
is also, we believe, the sole representative in Convention, of
the great Democratic counties of Rockingham, Shenandoah
and Page. He talks veil, and it is said that, if eontradicted
every half an hour, he will talk incessantly for twenty four
hours. In his speech yesterday he showed very plainly that
he is very hostile to the "Old Fogies" of tho Whig party,
under whose central machinery W'higgery has ulways failed
in Virginia. He gave a hard hit at the old hurr.bug practi¬
ces of his party, when he said that it was not by "grand pro¬
cessions" and resolutions by a central body like the present,
that the people were to be operated upon.but that it must

be done by hard labor, and by stirring up the peoplo to taku
an interest in the matter and bringing them together to act

for themselves. Tho Democracy had, under their system,
always prevailed in Virginia, and he was for taking a lesson
from them in this respect.
The speakers in favor of Mr. Ito. K. Scott's ccntral ap¬

pointment of delegates by tho Convention here, argued stren¬

uously that the good old Whig habit should not be departed
from.that It would be impossible to get the people out to

District Conventions .that tills Convention had clearly the

power, and it wo9 their duty to appoint said delegates.und
that otherwise, tho vote of Virginia in the W'liig Convention
might be divided, her moral forcc destroyed, and the voice of
the majority suppressed. They principally relied upon the
ad capiandum argument that the district system was Demo¬
cratic, and therefore should bo utterly scouted out of a Whig
Convention. This powerful view seemed to have great
weight with the "faithful" Whigs, who, in 18-13, were "no

party," and in 1351 wero not Whigs, but "Union" men..

Some of the speakers on this side, Mr. It. E. Scott particu¬
larly, undertook to sneer at and ridicule the Baltimore Dem¬
ocratic platform, us being so constructed as to admit persons
of the most discordant elements, Abolitionists and Southern
Democrats, &c., &c., standing on the same planks. Mr. S.

forgot to remind his hearers that in 1343 the Whigs had no

platform, and that thereby the Abolitionists had full sway..
He should also have stated that, in the next National Whig
Convention, tho Seward Free Soil Whigs of the North will
have the majority, and that tho Southern Whigs will only be
allowed the privilege of echoing the commands of their Se¬
ward allies.
At 2, P. M., wo left the Convention, just as it com¬

menced the tedious process of scaling the vote by counties,
&c., (according to their votes In the House of Delegates,)
upon Mr. Macfarland'a proposition.which, we have no

doubt, was lost, and tho old mode of appointing tho dele¬
gates, by tho ccntral body here, re-adopted. Tho district
system is the only fair and proper mode of ascertaining the
popular will, and, as Mr. Macfarland said, it assimilates itj
self to the workings of our whole system of government.
but, true to their notions of centralization, afraid of the ac¬

tion of the people, and, above all, utterly hostile to any
thintj that is Democratic, the "Old Fogies" of the Whig
party carried the day. There was, also, one fact developed
in the debate, which had some influence in the vote. It was

evident that the motion for District Conventions was a Scott
movement.the friends of this "Military Chieftain," who
seemed to muster moro strongly than we had suspected,
were well aware that the Convention were, by a large ma¬

jority, in favorof Mr. Fillmore, and that ihe delegates which
it should appoint, would cast the whole vote of Virginia for
Fillmore. They, doubtless, base their only hope of getting
any votes from Virginia in favor of Gen. Scott, on the ac¬

tion of the people In District Conventions. Indeed, ono of
tho speakers said, that tho only practici I question before
the Convention was, whether the delegates to the Whig Na¬
tional Convention should be instructed to go for Fillmore
and no body else, or whether they should go untrammeled by
Instructions.
This Whig Convention, it will bo soen, has been far from

as'"harmonious," as the Whig carpeia at the Democratic
Convention would have desired. The body was yesterday
at sixes and sevens, upon tho appointment of delegates.
and from the remark yesterday, by tho spokesman of the
Caroline district delegation, that they could not get suita¬
ble persons to accept the posts of delegates or electors, until
they knew what resolutions and platform this Convention
would adopt, we infer that, when the test comes up on the
resolutions, there will be something like a storm.

It is one of the tamest bodies of tho kind, that we have
ever seen. They look as if they were conscious of the more

farce that they are playing out. They have none of that en¬
thusiasm engendered by devotion to principles, which
marked tho proceedings of the Democratic Convention and
which called forth the quaint and good humored remark
of our eloquent friend Tim ltives of Prince George, in ex¬

plaining the discussion with Mr. Wise, that its members were
so brimful of fight that, not finding the enemy before ihein,
they hud to pitch into their own friends.

P. S. The Convention, by a vote of 21 to SO, (according
to tho ratio of representation in the House of Delegates,)
voted down Mr. Macfarland's resolution for District Con¬
ventions. The delegates to tho Whig National Convention
will thus be appointed by a body, in which only tico-thirds
of the counties, according to the rati* of their representation
in the House of Delegates, are represented I
The Convention adjourned tj meet again at 8 P. M. last

night, when some "rich" scenes were expected. The Scott
men, though vexed at the result of the above vote, seemed
prepared to continue the fight, and we should be very much
surprised if they do not substantially win the victory, when
the Convention shall have adjourned.

The Richmond Republican is the only Whig paper in the
city, that has had the boldness to warn the Whig Conven¬
tion of its duty, in regard to the position of Gen. Scott. In
its yesterday's issue, it says:
"When you are told, Southern Whigs, that Millard Fill¬

more Is not available in New York, bear in mind the WH Yl

When told ih^iT^ ;vs0£ ih"Umjfro-

Bfes ajst* rKrs;v£
a profession of his crccd. majestic oa

oul \^SS3BSti&e&\
every Southern ^' t?cJ|psc between the bun of HunB

jS?'Sc'^CSvoke tho whigs of
MMIard U»o nonsens, that he is not

.ho!»»«.. no not belike thai the great ma«avuiluble in INe
r "trt siate arc traitors to the Cnn&tiof the whigs "f |he Kmptrc fe

^ J( lhty llTU) u istution ut.d practical nullihu.
iii..ncc with them. Itime that you should dissolve >o -

Mil|ardthey arc not, you can nut only nominate,
Fillmore

trains now run on th<-
was opened on the 2d Inst.,Been. Viols,.0 7c« ".gi-r, expects to

and Col. George M* A -'ja .. .10 iSth in.taol, l«av.»ehave the road open to
rcglil.r trains leave

on,y 12 ""lea of river n» ««*««. 8
rMn on thoar-

Aspinwall at 6, A M., daily .

A,ptaw..l in
riva! of the ...ail ships, andp-

^^ ^ Karu ln the
the morning, arrive at Go J ^ GorgonQ. .. boal?> from
cars S5, from the end of r

uvo ,y four. 50»«««*» ''. ^ .sl0'lo315. Theroaddays were conaumed. a

^ in comfort to anyis in excellent order,
Eldorndu was the first ship to

V7 NoTerr^ngers and cargo directly from the ship to

t iTf Shetid a. the wharf while there, and receivedthe wharf. She '
on board the Hame way, wi hlhC treUrrC. and security as could be done at the wharf in

Newport; tliu* avoiding the danger and inconvenience at¬

tending the landing in small boatsa^Chagro.
We have had a

Charles SPe .r of Bosj ^.tor o

wof,d__w|w c0.,es-the only periodical ol the>K.«u.
dmnnels, as ahighly commended to us, throug

an who nlcriu thepious, virtuous and philanthropic g^ ^ of hUrespect and courtesy o .

ameliorating*..»««» tow,"
.. J8the severity ofpr.»

,.i»aion to England,t he citizen, of Bo.ton-and that

Bri,w' ssrif.rithV >.»"»*TZS th. hto views of lite Kngll.t. l'.Wt, "»

r«'f
Statcs\ Mr Socar has delivered his lectures in the1. other S ates Mr. Spear^^ ^̂|bcState Capitols.

^ wiH b(j tcn(lercd t0 hlin-andthat'he'will "ivo his views upon the subject of Vublic execu-

«hicl,"i» now before the legators for practical action."ZbeMlwlng ....character of the «. » cU a.,en-

lion 10 the following letter from Edward Everett to i

bo, Lawrenc. in England ,

,55,.
n n ^iii Tne Rev. Charles Spear, being about to reR^Dear oiu. 1 ne iv«.v. ~ '

fBVOr .f an introductionto London, has roquested of me the fa
lalion if nntI0 you. He is no doubt knov. n to you o> 'y^r (n.personally, for his ettoris 'nbeha^ f

cd Sta((igquiries relative 10 Oa,u a. J;»»;^rl,1Boutw^ and theSS5S&"^-iVSSJV£&
<.< ..?would feel himsel. ni ich i >

access to ihe prisonsyou may |.roenre tor Il.nn n tlik. » ay ol j
«-

leee'dangerooa than the revolting f'|^^d"£inS "withtCi»»
man, elncerrly devo'ed io a nieni

^ faj|hfuny yours,I remain, dear sir, with niucn rE>DW,ARU EVr.RKTT.
Mr. Spear is at the Exchange Hotel.

^

Dr D. D. Smith, formerly a popufar Universalist Minis¬
ter in this city, will at the Exchange to-night deliver a lec¬
ture on Music, with illustrations by members of his fan. ly.\Zhear from those who ought to know, that a most inter-

esting entertainment may be expected.
DEATH FROM^CHLUROFORMMrs. Emily Norton,

wife ofH Z. Norton, of Norwalk, Conn., died at New Haven
on Friday from chloroform, taken to aid the extraction

teeth t appears she was afllicted with a disease of theja^I nrtraction of several diseased teeth. She hadLTyeaf taken chloroform with happy effect and on U.isoc
asion, intending to have a tooth drawn, insisted on Ur

l'ark, her m.dical attendant, aeain administering it. Hie |
Journal say*:

chloroform in very smallSho was allowed to .nin
almost while she was say-quantity, lor several Zr iumore fry¬ing she felt no elject rom ,

the pulse suddenly to (alladministrotion, the doc
change was noticed,Within 3 or 4 minu.ee.from tho time ihj. uianfe^^ ^ull pitine of life were ^ nc,,

unavailing. An inquest wasre*u9citute woman pr«
testimony of several phy-mm .11 hlamo. Only halfISSSmSf dtLform, which w. inhaled front a .,,onge,

was used.

To the Editors of the Enquirer.
Washington, Amu G, 1852.

Yesterday's proceedings in the Hojsc of Representatives
deserve animadversion. The movement in the Senate, du¬
ring the first lew weeks of the session, to rcvivo the discus¬
sion of i!te Compromise measures, had disgusted every body,
except those ol' a small clique. Agitating a "settled ques¬
tion," of a most exciting character, is an incendiary pro¬
ceeding. To sec men claiming credit, and seeking the high
places in government, for their instrumentality in "adjust¬
ing" it, then stepping forward upon the doors of our State
and National Legislatures, and upon the hustings, as theon/y
agitators, outrages the moral sense of the community.
Why is this agitation renewed 1 The Compromise meas¬

ures are laws of the land. There is now no division amone
Soutiiern men, Whigs or Democrats, in respect to any ac¬

tion in regard to them. They are beyond our reach. The
Fugitive Slave Ijw is falsely represented as one of the se¬

ries. But let it be so considered; there is no division among
Southern men in regard to it. It is the only measure of the
series ihat is practically repealable. No Southern man de¬
sires to repeal it. Why this renewed agitation, then '!
The real truth, Messrs. Kditors. is. that certain Southern

Democrats who supported and have since detended the Com¬
promise, desire to h ivc their course endorsed; and to weak¬
en the position of other Democrats who opposed those mea¬

sures, who fetill think and feel that tho South was outra¬

geously cheated by them, and who scorn to endorse the acts

by which the wrong was inflicted.
Si In the name of wonder !.in the name of sitnplo justice-
is it not enough for Compromise Democrats to know that
their measures are taws, against which no Southern man
now warsl Is the humble privilege of being silent, under a

sense of wrong and outrage, to be denied to tlio ;.ntt-Com-
promise Democrats of the South? Let Compromise agita¬
tors t>e assured, that in seeking self-exaltation by their agi¬
tation and Compromise test-oaths, they but aid the Whigs
of the South, i'ut ihetn in the ascendant, and the Compro¬
mise Democrats of the South may read their fate, in tho fate
o( .Mr. Downs of Louisiana, lie unfortunately was in¬
duced to givo countenance to the no-party incn and "tho
constitutional Union party," par excellence. The result was
a Whig victory in his State. And whon Mr. Downs' elec¬
tion came on in the Legislature, it was in vain that hU
friends calculated upon no-partyism or "constitutional-
union" partyism. They were coolly answered, "We have
great respect for Mr. Downs; we know him to be a good
Union man; but we have men of our own, H'/ag's, who are
as good Union men as iie. The Union loving Whigs voted
almost unanimously against him, while the friends of the
great Soule, though slundetcd as disunionists, and by
Downs' friends also misrepresented, voted as Democrats,
and for Downs. This support of Mr. Downs is better than
can bo reasonably expected hereafter, by those Democrats
who seek high places by making a test, that Democrats shall
endorse the Compromise.
Hut to return to the proceedings of the House yesterday.

Tho pending resolution was offered by Col. Jackson of
Georgia, a Southern Rights Democrat.under whose insti¬
gation, "this deponent saith not." It was cautiously word¬
ed, studiously avoiding offensive expressions, but ubounding
in vague generalities. It was a Compromise resolution,
sought to be thrust down the throats of anti-Compromise
Democrats, without even the form of legislation, and with
no other practical result than a mere partisan influence in
tho residential canvass. In favor of which pariy that in¬
fluence will operate, let one undeniable fact answer. That
fact is, that fie Whigs of the South, having sunk all their old
party capital, are seeking a triumph by making capital out
of the Compromise. They are united in singing hosannahs
in praise of it, while a large portion of the Southern Democ¬
racy abomin8te it, and indignantly refuse to praise, endorse,
or recognize it as a practical test.

Well, the resolution of Col. Jackson of Georgia, a South¬
ern-: iritis, anti-Compromise Democrat, has passed, with an

appt udix by J udgc Hillyer, n constitutional Union man. On
the final vote, only four of the Virginia delegation voted
against it. to wit; Messrs. Millson, Holladay, Powell and
Averott. But let there be no misunderstanding. The fact
is, that a majority of the delegation were opposed to the in¬
troduction of t|le resolution, and voted to nail it to the table.
Being beaten, however, by a unites Southern Whiq vote,
aided by Compromise Democrats.failing in several motions
to lay upon the table, and being brought to a direct vote on
the resolution and appendix, all but the four gentlemen just
named, left constrained to vote for the resolution. Well! 1
suppose if some member who wants to see his ntme printed
it) the Congressional Globe, were to offer a resolution '"declar¬
ing that sugar candy is sweet," we should be bound to vote
for it, to avoid appearing ridiculous in denying an undeniable
fact. If some young "Filibuster" oiler a resolution setting
forth that we are a people of "progress," a great and glorious
people.members of Congress dare not vote against it, lest
they be charged with denying tho truth of history; and fix¬
ing a stigma upon our country and government, in this "age
of progress."
But I am cutting at our friends who voted for Jackson's

resolution. That was not my purpose, when I sat down to
address you. I will acknowledge them as good Democrats,
if they vote as such, upon measures note pending, and for
men who will stand the test of a strict construction of the
constitution. That is the only te*t that we ought now to
adopt. A LOOKER ON IN WASHINGTON.

VIRGINIA CENTRAL RAIL ROAl) COMPANY.
Wc have been furnished by the Treasurir with the fol¬

lowing f;¦>lenient of the receipt's of the Virginia Central

itiiil Ri»ail Company, for transporoniiin f.>r the ills-t six

months' of the present fi<c.'«l year, commencing the 1st Oc¬

tober, 1551, viz:
Receipts for paasengcr fare from 1st Oct. 1551 to 1st April,

1=52, $29,409 75

Receipts for transportation of freight, " " " 47,535 12

Receipts for transportation of mail, " " " 4,125 00

Sdl.OG'J 57

lleetipis for irnnspnitation lor <Jie corresponding
pcri>'it of the previous year, vTt

Receipt? for passenger fare, 827,310 C2
Receipts for iransportation of freight, 30,443 B5
Receipt* for mail transportation, 4,125 00

-361,6-4 47

Increase of receipts for the first six months of-the
present year, over llie corresponding period of
the previous year, S19,1 r5 40

for Hit I-Jnquircr.
MR. BUCHANAN IN HIS OWN STATE.

.Mr. Kditor: Will you oblige me, a PennsyIvaniun, by co

pyinji the following article Into your paper, from theTusca
rora Register and Juniata Inquirer, n leading Democratic
paper in Pennsylvania, conducted by Samuel E. Hench,
Esq , one of our rising young men, and a delegate to Balti¬
more from his district? Ho speaks the sentiment of our

own great State. That State is again to be the battle-field.
Rely not on New Voik and Ohio as against Scott, buttjive
us Buchanan and we will save the country by giving you
Pennsylvania. One who ought to know.

HON. JAMKS BUCHANAN.
We would reter our friends here, who differ with its on this

point, and also our friends in our sister States, who do not

differ with us, to the fact that Jaines Buchanan, through a

long life of devoted political service and sacrifice .'or the
Democratic party in Pennsylvania, never was defeated
Such a thing cannot be found upon the political records of

Pennsylvania, nor will it ever be found there. Can any per¬
son for a moment believe, that the man who has been at all
times heretofore, the cherished son, pride and choice of the
"Old Keystone" State, would now in the present crisis, be
deserted by Iter sterling Democracy ? Can our brethren,
either at home or in our sister States, lend an ear to such
idle allegations made against a man who has had the merit
to tun for office in one of the most tadical Whig districts in
the State, having a clear Whig majority of upward* of4000
Whig votes, and yet to bo elected in spite of all the combin¬
ed opposition that could be brought to bear against him?
To say now, that such a man cculd not carry his own Stale

against a Whig nominee for the Presidency to allege that
a man who had by his distinguished merit and acknowledged
ability, combined with his purity of character and political
principle, always carried a strong Whig district without a

single defeat, could not, if nominated, carry the popular vole

of his own native Democratic Stale! why it is absurd in
the extreme. We say that Mr. Buchanan, if nominated, con,
and will carry the popular vote of Pennsylvania bya larger
majority than was ever cast for any other Democratic can

didate since the second election of ex-Governor Porter. And

| if our Democratic friends wiio have opposed Mr. Buchanan's
nomination will turn in when he i9 nominated by the Na-
lional Convention, and use but one-half of tha Herculean
exertions to elect him, which they have used to defeat his
nomination, he can and will carry this State by an old fash¬
ioned "Jackson majority" of 50,000. It is less than useless
to talk of Mr. Buchanan losing the popular vote of this
State. The recent test vote in electing Delegates in Lan¬
caster city and county, show* conclusively, that he has
lost nothing in the estimation of his friends and fellow citi¬
zens at hojne who know him best; who have always known
and appreciated his merit and eminent services, and who
will again, when an opportunity i^ presented, renew their
former steadfast devotion by giving him tho majority in that
city and county, as they have heretofore invariably done
when his name was before them, for high offices in their

! gift. Again, as we remarked, it is now evident that Hen.
Scott will be the Whig nominee for the next Presidency.
Pennsylvania will be the political battle ground upon which
the issue upon the Compromise measures, will again bo con¬

tested. Our arch enemy, lik* thePhumix of old, will again
attempt to rise from the ashes of his recent defeat, and as¬

sume a purified garb. If we lose Pennsylvania, we lose
the Presidency. It was the case in our two recent de¬
feats. It will be so again. And we now boldly assert, and
in doing so we believe that we utale the truth, that in our

opinion James Buchanan is theon/y man now before the peo¬

ple for the Presidency, who can carry defeat into tho Whig
ranks, as marshaled under Gen. Scott, in the State of
Pennsylvania. We respectfully, and at the same time, cor¬

dially solicit the careful consideration of this important
matter to our Democratic friends in our sister States. Wo
place Mr. Buchanan before them both South ami North,
East and West. We place him before them as 'he man for
the crisis, Hie bold and fearless champion of the Constitution,
and Stale Rights, as reserved therein, the vigilant and faith¬
ful guardian of tfie true interests of the people, the open and
avowed friend of the Compromise Measured, the economical
financier of the National expenditures, the friend and bosom

companion of Andrew Jackoon, the star and strength of the
splendid Administration of the late lamented President Polk,
the faithful adherent of the Jtfl'ersonian resolutions of 1795
and '99 and the terror of abolitionism and all political fanati¬
cism. We ask of thatn a careful persual of his recent "Rich¬
mond" and "Baltimore" letters, ami then say to his oppo¬
nents whether or not, his Democracy ie unquestionable.
As to the result of the campaign in this State, should he

and Scott be the nominees of their respective parties, there
is but one opinion among those who wish to speak candid¬
ly. The Democracy and friends of tho Union in this state

will rally around the standard of Mr. Buchanan, with an

enihusiasm unprecedented. He Is their choice, their pride,
and their time-tried, political leader. They will not suffer
his claims at this time to be overlooked, They insist upon
his nomination. Many of our sister States, cordially ac¬

knowledge our claims. Jf lie is defeated of the nomination
at Baltimore, it will cast an incubus upon the political hopes
of Pennsylvania the influence of which will be felt in the

approaching contest. Give us our acknowledged right and
our sterling Democracy will drive back the myrmiaona of
Abolitionism and Whiggery, with such another signal re¬

buke as will forever Bilence their alarm guns. Our motto Is
Buchanan and the Compromise measures, and the victory iB
ours.

for ths Enquirer.
TAXATION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

No. I.
The taxation of the Federal eovernment has generally

been by a duty on Import!) from foreign government ". Tlio
Constitution authorizes Congress "to lay nnd collect taxes,
duties, Impost* and excises, to pay the debts and provide for
the common defence and central welfare of the United .Stale#;
but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform through¬
out the United States." From the beginning of the govern¬
ment, the injunction of uniformity in the duties, imposts and
excises, has been construed to apply to a uniform charge
upon the same article in every port o! the United States;
and that it docs nut require taxes, dutieB, imposts or excises
to be laid equally and uniformly upon all subjects taxable
under the Constitution. On the contrary, every law which
wag ever passed by Congress for the purpose of raising re¬

venue, has been partial, unequal or unjust to some portions
of the people, or to some sections of the confederacy, for the
avowed and undisguised purpose of favoring or fostering
other portions or sections, by taxing the consumption of
some classes to increase the production of others, and de¬
claring that to bo a measure of national policy. Thus,
while some articles of consumption have been imported free
from taxation, others have been charged at various rates,
but uniform upon tho respective articles, according to the
designs of Congress in burdening importers and consumers,
for the purposeof giving a preference in our own markets to

the home production of hlc* articles. The act of the 10th
of August. 1790, approved by Washington, gives the whole
design of the government front its commencement. It de¬
clares that "whereas, by an act entitled an act for laying a

duty on qoods, wares and merchandize imported into the
United States, [ 1759J divers duties were laid on goods, wares

and merchandize so imported, for tho discharge of the debts
of the United States and the cno>tiraj»emcnt and protection
of manufactures; And whereax, the support of government
and the discharge of the said debts render it nccess iry to in¬
crease the said duties." The act then provides a long list
ol specific duties; then a list of ad valorem duties; then a

list of exemptions from duly; then an additional duty often
per centumjon all goods imported in foreign bottoms ; then
drawbacks on foreign goods re-exported; and then a bounty
on dried and pickled fish exported. Thus, under a neees-1
sary and proper measure fur paying the public debt of the
United States, was established a system of discriminating
duties, as itic act declares, for the "encouragement and pro¬
tection of manufactures." The duties were low at that time
in comparison with those now in force; and although the
sectional bearing was manifest, then, as now, yet the great
objects of paying the debts of the nation, and founding a

system of manufactures calculated to render us more inde¬
pendent in times of war, than we had been in the revolu¬
tion, reconciled the patriots of that day to the discrimina¬
tion. The effect of the system of discriminating duties
cannot now be misunderstood by any one, who has eyes to
see or ears to hear. Jts melancholy effect upon the South¬
ern States is but too deeply felt by all.

In 17G9, Virginia imported in value $4,030,472, and New
Totk 3907,200. But in 1791, the first year under the provi¬
sions of the act of Congress just rcfrrred to, the imports
into Virginia only amounted to $2,436,000, while in N. Totk
they had run up to 83,022,000. Thirty years afterwards, in
IS21, Virginia imported SI,073,490, and N. York 323,629.240.
Virginia exported S3,077,210, and New York $13,162,547..
In 1S50, twenty-nine years afterwards, Virginia imported
$426,599; New York $111,123,524. Virginia exported'
33,415,446; New York $52,712,739. In addition, New York
city, in 1350, made S 105,21 S,503 worth of manufactures:
thus proving that a place without any water power, coal,
mineral, or other raw material, by virtue of her large impor¬
tations, had become one of tho largest, if not the very largest.
manufacturing town in jthe United States. Thus manufac-
tures are curried on ut the most expensive place, as to raw

m iterials and motive power, in competition with imports at
the lowest rates, and simply because merchants will go to
that point to purchase, regardless of their own State or her
interests.

If we look back we shall find that Virginia, before the Re-
volution, was the largest agricultural and commercial colo¬
ny of British America. But the obstruction to the com¬
merce of Pennsylvania, ten years before Ihe war. in conse¬

quence ol the non-intercourse resolutions of Philadelphia,
(which continued in lbrcc four and a half years.) gave occa¬
sion to commence manufactures In that State, at that early
period; and, once commenced, L)r. Franklin and others em-
ployed their best talents to encourage them, as a means of
independence, wealth and comfort. Consequently, when
the war broke nut. Philadelphia was ready to profit by her
infant manufacturing establishments, and the internal trade
of Virginia was at once attracted to that city. Tho towns
farther North, followed the example of Philadelphia in man¬
ufacturing, as rapidly as practicable, under the circumstan-
ces of the country. Virginia having been peculiarly agri-1
cultural and commercial in her habits, did not readily change
ihetn; and after the close of the revolutionary struggle,
when a new government was founded, and a new system of1
policy adopted, (under the act of Congress referred to.) she
was still less inclined to change, because all the States
north of her, had the start in manufacturing.and Philadel-
phia hnd already become her great trading town. The in-
debtedncssof most of her merchants was there; she had be-
come already tributary to that city, and it soon became the
seat of learning for most of her wealthy men's sons. Tho
large back country, boih in Virginia and farther South and
West, opened to her sons a wide field for advancing iheir;
interests in agriculture, domestic commerce, law or me-
dicine; and the mechanic arts were neither looked to us
desirable or advantageous to Virginians at home, or in the)
States whence they would most likely emigrate.
In addition to this, the people of the Northern States di-j

rcctly after the revolution, commenced measures fot the ab-
aiition of slavery within their limits, and passed such laws
as made it the interest of sluvo owners to carry their pro¬
perty into Southern States for sale, while others embarked
largely in the foreign slave trade, until it was abolished by
Congress; all of which opened a wide field for Virginia en¬

terprise, in hewing down the forests of the South, and pro-
noting the great planting interest, rather than those of raan-

lfacturing. i

South Carolina, after the revolution, opened Iter port* to

lie African slave trade; and to the credit of th>; slave Stntes,
here wan but a single vessel from Virginia, four from Mary-
nri anil sixty-one ,ram ^oul'1 Carolina, engaged in the biisi-

u-i 'i H'tode Island had lifty-fiiii»;. The law continued
" T -r "fr .mi 1-01 1507, within which lime 39,075 slaves

inin,rlof which "2! 027 were brought in on I'.ritish
. i^n-ndi account. Rhode Island imported into South

Carina 7 953, while the whole .'I the South Carolina mcr-

rha, s and pl /ntersiu.po:ted only 2 0Uo. I he
' ..oiiiiited of 91 natives of England,

"f f:M\
I'ari'lina Janits De Woll, f»no of the lamest Rhode Island
^ 1 was afterwards elected to the United Stales Sen-

ate from that Sim*, and was one of the most bitter of the

Abolition party, in the discussion ol (lie Missouri Cotnpro-
mi inWhat number of slaves were brought int<>

iho SuutlCin violation of law, can only be imagined by the

activtv of those engaged in the short space of four year-.
D'ltin" all th1« time, the tarill laws of Congress were m-

l >ntlv hot fiir.lv opera tins; to "encourage and protect nianu-

SmiJnS 'fo K.».ton P^rlc ,o prfecl UH-m-
selves in every branch, ond to shift and chance the do in

Mich manner as to transfer the largest practicable portion of
tli- products of the slave-labor of ihe South to thepoctfets
of the manufacturers and operatives ot the .North. his >i-

lent cysti to, carried on under the plea of paying the de >ts of
the Revolution, (and then of the late war,) and of making
our». Ives independent of foreign nations, in case ot other
war's, continued until 1524, when the nation was sudden¬
ly waked up with an agitation, founded upon the assumption
ihat the Federal Government had the full power, without re-

oard to paying the debts of the United Stales, to levy duties

if..r the express purpose of protecting domestic manufactures.
The f»reai battle was fought mainly botweon liie North and
the South, and carried against the litter. A high ta-

rj|f was arranged, and so constructed by discrimina¬
ting duties as to transfer the main surplus produc
tions of the South to the uses of the merchants and
manufacturers of the North, through the operations of trade

with forei"n countries. The Northern States had now gain¬
ed the complete ascendency over those of Iho South, both in
manufactures and commerce; and, as in ail other cases of
arbitrary power governed by avarice, those States Inve since
dictated the terms upon which the people of the shite States
shall evjuy their property, and the portion ichich ihull be
transferred to the .\urth, 'to build up magnificent cities, yrcat
fortunes, and to maintain the existing ascendency over us..

All the modifications of the tariff hayo betn made with tef-
erence to the protection of domestic manufactures and the
trade of the Northern States. The laws now in force, though
not ->o much protective as others which precede them, yet
if discriminating taxes were laid by all the Southern States,
aguinr-l the manufactures and imports ot the North, equal to

one-fifth part of that now paid for Northern benefit, South¬
ern trade and manufactures would increase most rapidly..
Southern men are reproached and degraded by the allegation
that they have neither enterprise nor industry to carry on

manufactures or commerce. It is not true. It is a device
of the enemy. Give the Soutlu rn people n fair chance, and
then condemn them it it be just!
Many of uur wise and good men, (without considering

well the causes operating otherwise,) have advocated the
protecting tariffs of Congress, with a hope ol building up
manufacture!) in the South. But so far from it, the same

reason for a protecting tariff to protect the Northern States
against Kuropenn wealth, and experience exists on the part
of the Southern States against the Northern. They had
commenced manufacturing before the revolution, and had
some experience when the first tariff laws of Congress^pass¬
ed. It was not so in the slave States. The act of 1790, a

discriminating tarirf law, was passed in that form expressly
to encourage and protect manufactures, ns is attested by the
signature of Washington. This act had the eliect all over

the IVortlmrn States, which Dr. Franklin attributed to the
manufactures of England in his letter from London, April
'22d, 1771. He says, "here in England it is well known and
understood, that wherever a manufactory is established
which employs a number of hands, it raises the value of
lauds in the neighboring country ail around it; partly by the
greater demand near nt hand for the produce of the land,
and partly from the plenty of money drawn by the manufac¬
tures to that part of the country."
Cohgress was not mistaken in the means employed to ef¬

fect the object designed.that of building up the manufac¬
tures of the North; nor was Dr. Franklin mistaken in the
eflect of manufacturing when fairly established in a country.
We feel the full force of his remarks in our humbled and de¬
graded condition. The manufacturing establishments at the
North have drawn around them the whole money power of
the naiioc. They cxecnte all government contracts worth
having; they command :he circulating medium of the Union;
the abundance of money necessarily drawn from every other
portion of the country, concentrates ihe foreign commerce
in the same sections; and consequently, the agricultural and
conaumlng sections are as tributary to those commanding
the manufactures and trade, as if they were dependent colo¬
nies. The Southern States are degraded by those of the
North, in every essential element which constitutes nation¬
al equality or nntionaljustiee. 1'hey steal our slaves and
refu.-e all indemnity for the injury Most of them have laws
upon tluir statute books directly in conflict with the solemn
obligations of the constitution and laws of the United States,
to restore our fugitive slaves, or those which have been sto-
len Irom us by their citizens. Many of their Governors,
Senators and other high functionaries, who have solemnly
sworn to support the Constitution of the United States,
glorv in that perjury, which is perpetruted by an open,
public and avowed violation of that instrument against the
rights of the Southern States and people. Churches and
religious societies have been rudely denounced as heretical,
because their members in 'he South have been slaveholders.
Other Churches have been compelled to seporale, and the
hand of avarice, fraud and oppression, which had been free¬
ly laid upon the South, through the operations of trade,
could only bo restrained by the strong arm of the law from
a wholesale robbery of their Southern brethren of (lint
which the latter had consecrated to the holy cause of reli¬
gion. Indeed by the operations of discriminating and pro¬
tecting duties, and the advantages given to the Northern
Slates by the public expenditures of the nation, an.I foreign
commerce, consequently attracted thither, nearly the whole
annual surplus production of the Southern States, is trans¬
ferred to the North, and vested in bankiug institutions,
rail roods, canals, princely fortunes, great cities, palaces,
steam navigation, and a thousand other things dictated by
that pride and arrogance, which the humbleness of our condi¬
tion but too much stimulates.
No fcisterprise can be successful in tho South which does

not yield its richest fruits lo Northern capital or talents..
Our banks live but nt the mercy of Northern capital. Our
manufacturing establishments, and our importers and ex¬

porters, (what few there are,) live only in the neglect of
Northern capitalists to notice them as competitors. Most
of our merchants do business almost entirely on Northern
credli; and, in truth, nearly the whole pecuniary operations
of ihis Stole.internal improvements, and all.are dependent
upon '.Vorlhern funds. Vet the Legislature of no Southern
.State lias condescended lo investigate the causes of our de¬
pendence, or attempted to remedy the evil. We have paid
millions from Virginia as tribute to the North, to build tlu ir
manufactures and commerce, and "not one cent," to build
up or protcct our own ! No, not one cent! Js there any
man in Virginia who has enough of the spirit uf his ances¬

tors, enough of the love of home, or of true American en¬

terprise, to look upon his own State in tender affection, and
offer to contribute one cent in any practicable mode for her
protection or relief I Is there one who can stand up and say
to the world, "I am for Virginia and her interests ?"

SELF-RELIANCE.

7 ci the IJiltiors of the inquirer.
You arc right in denying, in your paper of this morning,

that there in the least foundation for comparison, by the
"Times" newspaper, between Mr. Hallett, Chairman of (tie
Democratic Ccmral Committee, and the ' infimous William
A.Seward." Such a resolution as Mr. Robert llontoul as¬
sert* to have been introduced into a Democratic State Con¬
vention in Massachusetts, during tho year 134'.), may have
been so introduced; and it may also have been reported by a

committee of which Mr. Hallett was the chairman, for all that
I know; but i am confident that it mti-t have been forced upon
the committee by the Rantoul faction that now is; or, in
other words, by a factious portion of thn Democratic party
in Massachusetts, who, at that time, followed under the
lead "f Marcus Morton.a faction which never had
any other principles than those based on a hankering for
the "five loaves and two fishes," and which is now viewed
by the true Democracy of New England, (such for instance
as thoi=e who have recently so nobly triumphed in New
Hampshire, Connecticut and Rhode Island.Maine will foU
low,) as no better than Seward abolitionis's, with whom
they will have no communion. I happen to know that Mr.
(fallen is ns thoroughly hated by that faction as they are by
the New England Democracy. Mr. Robert Rantoul, the
Boston Atlas and the Richmond Whig, may all attempt to

conceal from the view of Southern men their sympathy and
assimilation with the one idea politicians nt the North of
the Seward and Garrison stamp.men who put up General
Scott's name for the Presidency more than twelve months
ago.by accusing Mr. Hallett of free-soil tendencies. Hut
those who know that gentleman well, who know that he has
uniformly advocated the rights of the South, maintained the
compromises of the constitution and received the worst
abuse from the New England Whigs and free-soilers there¬
for, for years past, will only laugh at these abortive at-

tempts.
Will you tell me why the "Richmond Whig," did not, this

morning, notice tho fact, that one of the resolutions intro¬
duced by Mr. Scott, Wednesday nieht, at the Whie State
Convention, provided for a committee to report resolutions
defining the position of Virginia Whiggery, in relation to

Compromise measures. The resolutions, I see, were duly
noticcd; but nothing was slid about the Compromise. Why
was ihi»7 Has the "Whig" so fir gone over to the S.ward
interest, that it dislikes to use the word " Compromise?".
Perhaps tho discussions in the Convention to day, will
force it to open its mouth to-morrow.

NEW ENGLANDER.
Richmond, April 13, 1352.

GEN. CASS'S NICHOLSON LETTER.
The Washington Union of Saturday week says :.A friend

of Gen. Cass ha9 handed us a loner of Col. Jefl'erson Davis
of Mississippi, which was published in the Mississippian on

til,' 19th of January, 1332, with a request that we should pub¬
lish it, as containing a refutation of tho charge so frequcn'-
ly mad--, that General Cass did not deal fairly and candidly
with the South in his celebrated Nicholson letter. It is due
to Colonel Davis, as well ae to General Cuss, that we com¬

ply with this request, especially as the letter illustrates the
characters of both of these eminent Democrats for candor
and integrity.

In order that thn nature of tho imputation against General
Cass may be clearly understood, wo deem it proper to pre-
misu that, In speaking of the ex tent to which Congress might
legislat . for the territories, Gen. Cass, in Ins Nicholson let-,
ter, made this remark :

'.It (the interference of Congress) should be limited to the
creation of proper governments for new countries a< quired
orsi ttl. d, and to the necessary provisions for their eventual
admission into the Union, having, in the mean time, to tin
people inhabiting them, to regulate their own concern# their
own war."

It will be remembered that the leading point in the Ni¬
cholson letter was, that Congress had no power under the
Constitution to enact the Wilmot provi-o; and this conclu¬
sion resulted from the (act, as maintained by Gen. Cass,
that the Constitution confers on Congress no power to le¬
gislate for the people of the Territories. Hence the deduc¬
tion was legitimate and necessary, as believed by General
Cass, that the legislation of Congress should be limited as

expressed in tho foregoing extract, leaving in the meantime,
to the people inhabiting the Territories the ri-;ht to regelate
their own concerns in iheir own way. After this letter was

published, it becamt) a question in the South whether Gen.
Cass meant to assert that the inhabitants of a Territory,
prior to their admission into the Union as a State, could
prohibit slavery, or whether he meant that this right could
only be exercised when they changed their relation of Ter¬
ritories for that of States. The latter construction was
most consonant with the feelings and views of Southern
Democrats, and they generally adopted it; whilst the former
suited the purposes of Sou'hern Whigs the best, and they
accordingly adopted that. In January, 1350, Gen. Cass de¬
livered his great speech in the Senate against the constitu¬
tionality ot the Wilmot Proviso, and in that speech he ar¬

gued at length the inherent right of the people of a Territory
to regulate their own concerns in their own way, and show'-
cd clearly that the Southern Democrats had not attached to

VI lett-r the meaning which he intended to convey. It was
h?.n nt l ie chargeih»i he »»*'< dcc«lved ,hc Souin in hisS£nwSto.ii» .«,!«. -i.i» F'T,,ydanother speech in the >e:iate, Oen. Lass repelled thisin pu

tin. ih.it the oovious meaning o! his l.m-
i.i'i'Hi, ' ¦*

o|i0n letter was, that the people of the

TerrUorlts had the ri«ht to prohibit slavery either before or

at the time of their admission as states; and, hv way of
fu'lv ridi'-vin" himself from the imputation, h« cnlkd on

the'Southem*Sena tors then present to know it they IwJ*nnder-tood his Nicholson letter as he himself thin «*Pb n.
it. In response to thi«« call, Mr. lluiler of south Cnr-hna,
Mr Davis of Mi-sissippi. and others, assented to thecor-
re-.tms* .,1 hi- declaration, i.n I thereby lurnishe. the
strongest evidence «d the want of foundation in the charge
that he had deceived the South.

_, ,

During the -tciting scenes through which iho people 01

.Mississippi have refenilv passed, this chary;* was revived in
a painj>hli t glvinna sKe.'eh »f the life of Col. Davis, and it
was because ol tho in|ii?:icc done to Gen. Cass in that
pamphlet tint Co!. Davis telt himself called upon to come
forward and do an act ol justice to On. Cass. Kvcry hon-
orablc mind will appreciate this course, and every impartial
mind will at once sec that the charge against Gen. C.iss is
without foundation. We have no idea of reviving the ques-
ti-.n whether Gen. Cas.-'s views as to the rights of the in-
li bit itits >'f a Territory are correct or not. 0=ir only objectis'io fuM.Ni the evidence that lie has been guilty of.no de-
eeption upon the South, and on this point ttio following let-
icr ol Col. Davis is conclusive.

I Th' length of Col. Davis' letter precludes its insertion
he-e The"substance of it is, that he (Davis) at the time
of the appearance of the .Nicholson letter, placed the same

construction upon it that Gen. Cass has since acknow-

lodged to be the correct one, and that he know at tlio time

that such was the construction intended by Gen. Cass. Col.

Davis, therefore, thinks that Gen. Cass had no intention

whatever of deceiving the people ol the South.
The following remarks submitted some days since by Gen.

Cass in the Senate of the United Stales, explain themselves,
and we publish them in justice to that gentleman J

Is Senate, Friday, March 19, 1852.
Mr Ca-s claimed the indulgence of the Senate to make

a personal explanation, which being granted, he proceeded
' Mr.' President, a letter has just been published in the
Union of ttiis city, addressed by Col. Davis to the editors ot
die Mississippian, and copied from iho latter paper, which,
relaiin", as it docs, to some of the positions 1 have taken in

the Senate, ns well us elsewhere, seems to me to require
some remarks; especially as my true views in onercspect
nt least, aro misunderstood. 1 have to thank Col. Davis !<
the itftice he has done rue, with that spirit of frankness
which becomes his character. And while he dissents from
iny conclusions, as he had a rieht to du, lie bears testirnon>
a-.mat an odi-us charge, never, indeed, resting upon l ie

nfwhtcst foundation ..I irulli, that 1 designed to deceive the

Soilih as to niv real opinions in my Nicholson letter. >onie
time since, when 1 first learned this accusation, I appea.ed
to Southern Senators up n this tloor, and said it was well
known to manv ot them that the plain language of toy let¬

ter corresponded with my views, and thai my opinions were

perfect IV understood when the letter t.rst published -
You will recollect, sir, that not one member contradicteo
this statement, and that several of them gave their assent to

it, and anions these was Col. Davis.
1 am not going into n review of the old controversy, con¬

nected with the general subject of the Wilmot proviso.
I desire, principally, to put myself right in one particular,
where Col. Davis has misunderstood me. It will be recoi-
lected that when my Nicholson h-itcr was written wo had
not acquired California. It was yet during the existence ot
ihe war, and the principles 1 discussed hid iherelorc relation
to the usual form of territorial governments, as established
by the authority of Congress. My object was to show Hint
Con-Teas had no constitutional power tu insert the \\ ilowt
proviso in the organic laws, because ilie rielii to establish
liiieh -overnments being founded upon necessity alone,
could extend no further than that necessity required, which

lis satisfied when the Governments, are organised, leaving
to the people all other rights in their administration. 'I hese
organic laws, ail of them, indeed, grant or recognize He
r,«7|it of l-oislation in the Territories, to be exercised in Hie
in~.de pointed out. It is a general power embracing all the
objects of human legislation, unless in particular cases,
where restrictions aro imposed. My opinion is thai Con-
yrc-s can impose no restriction upon ttu power to regulate
the relation of master and servant, including the condition
of slavery, In the Territories, any more than they can upon
the relations of husband and wife, or of patent and child.
Kverv Territorial Legislature which has existed, has
exercised lull power, uncontrolled power, over ilio two
latter domestic relations, by virtue of being the deposi¬
tories of legislative authority, and not because those ob¬

jects, or indeed any others, were, specially commuted to

their'tliarge; thus assuming that it is a just object tor such
action, in "cons' quenee of the grant of general powers of le-
gislation. And in the tcriitories wlure there has been no
vViltuot proviso, the power to regulate the condition >»t si l¬

very has been I reely exercised among the other objects ot
|e»is!,ition, without any express ^runt whatever: and in nil
Ot thein it could he exercised in the same manner; either to
establish or abolish slavery, unless controlled by superior
Concessional action, in conformity with the constitution.
I should like to have any man point lo tne a single reason
why a Territorial Legislature, if left uncontrolled in this
respect by Confess.and all who are opposed to tho >\ ilmol
proviso believe tht y should be thus left-can legislate upon
one ot tho domestic relations, and not upon tho other*. I
speak of the legal power, for that is tlio oueation at bsue .
Upon wl.it principle can a line be drawn on the chart ot le¬
gislation, which would d.vide those great objects ol social
life, and leave one of them without the sphere ol legitimate
control, and the other within ill
The same general terms of power which include one in¬

clude all; and yet we nr.; called upon to deny that power in
a particular case, and lo leave Uin unquestionable operation
in all other cases. If, indeed, as I have heretofore said, and
now repeat, the right to take slaves into the Territories is
one, as has been contended,which is secured by the constitu-
lion, there is an ond 10 the question. It would be a riant
which would override and overthrow both Congressional and
Tertitorial legislation in. opposition to it. 1 have never been,
able mvself to see the force of that construction which gives
this tlicet to any of the constitutional provisions, but i
was always willing, and bo expressed myself, that the ques¬
tion, being a claim »f right, should be submitted to the 5>u

preme Court, and that Us decision should behnal. nut it

will be observed that Col. Davis, in his letter, and 1 behe.ve
those who taue similar views ol this question, placc their op¬
position to my doctrine, not upon the establishment of such
a constitutional right to be found in the constitution itself,
but upon the probable practical icsuli ot the territorial pow¬
er that it would give pocular direction, in tlio early periodsof' the governments, to the legislation *d" the country, ai.d it
no! establish, at tinv rati oxcrcise a powerful influence upon
its permanent policy. No doiib', sir, i: would be so; but it is
one ,lt consequences that cunm»l well l>»' tvolt.tu.
There are wide dillcreiices of opinion in many perilous <d

ibis country upon questions of internal policy, and little
uniformity of system in their adjustment. Lacli settler,
during the period of settlement, naturally prefers that state
of things to which he has been accustomed, anil thus is it
that an early character is given to those local institution-
which it is attcrwards ditfienlt to change. It is not alone
the condition of inantcr and hervani, which let-Is the ellei t

of this imprcfS, but it extends to nil the objects of legmla-
lion, which derive their color vt-ry much from th»; views 01"
the first settlers. if a newly settled territory is first occu-

pii J by a majority of cmiyr.inti« from a si ivu State, tin y w HI
be very apt tu establish slavery in their new residence. If.
from a non slaveholding Sta'c, they will probably equaSly
strongly inclined to establish that exclusion to which they
have been accustomed ; nnd so with relation t«» ail the ob¬
jects of concern which art regulated by liw. And where
was there ever a community whose political anil social sys-
tera was not more or l-ss influenced by the predominant
opinions and character which marked its early inhabitants?

Hut this object, sir, whatever weight i! is entitled to in
the scale of expediency, Juei not touch the question of
right. Tint do s not even depend on Congressional netion,
but upon the Constitution, which does not even look 10 this
subject of i arly or ol late legislation, nor the practical con¬
siderations to which it may give rise. The rightful power,
therefore, is not affected by the mode in which it may be ex¬

ercised, whether bearing upon ontt or another of the vast va¬

riety of objects of civilized life which fall within the scope
of legiulatton. All, ihtreforc, I claim for the Territorial Go
vernments, was the ri»ht of legislation in all cases ».,t in
conflict with the Constitution; ilie same eenornl rights of le¬
gislation which enabled the Territorial Governments
Mississippi, of Alabama, and other Southern Territories, to
control the question of slavery within their limits, and wl.ich
the Northern Territories might have controled tit their pica-
sure, had tlwre been no restriction upon their power. Tills
was no question of sovereignty, but of riylu, under the
sovereign authority of the Constitution. And if the first set¬
tler.5 in the Territories might establish their future policy
upi>n this subject, by eirly legislation, I know f no consti
tutional principle which could refuse the same powers to all
the others.
A few words more, sir, as to California, and what has been

called "squatter sovereignty." I have already said that my
Nicholson letter referred only to such Territorial Govern¬
ments as had been established by Congress, and it relat* .1
only to such Governments to he hereafter wsiatdished by
the same authority, over future acquisitions, should such b-
confirmed to tts by a trci'y of pence. As to the condition
of things in California which followed, "in consequence ol
the failure of Congress to provide governments for the Mex¬
ican cessions, no one foresaw it; certainly no one endeavor
ed to provide against It. .My letter therefore, did not touch
th-.t point at nil. Hut the difficulty came, and a large body
of American citizens upon the shores of ihe Pacific, found
themselves without government, and exposed to all the fear-
ful svil.s which such a stuo necessarily brings with It. Lite,
property, all the objects, indeed, of the social system, were
at hazard, without some prompt and efficient action. That
action we refused to take, and the people had no other re¬

liance but upon (heir own wisdom and energy. The result
was honorable to themselves, 10 the country, and to human
nature, it was the most trying experiment perhips ever
made upon the capacity of man for self government, but
they passed through the fiery itirr.ace unscathed, untouched,
indeed by the devouring element. They established a gov¬
ernment, and lam not going to argue with any man who
denies their riiiht to have done so. I assume it n* a self-
¦mjilent proposition in this middle of the nineteenth ceniury.
It was not, as it has been called, an act of revolution, for
how ean there be a revolution when there has been no pre-
existing Government? It was an act of political organiza¬
tion, essential to tiic very existence of society. Well, sir,
if they had to establish a Government, what kind of one
must it have been! Some say territorial.

But, sir, that was impossible; for that kind of governmem
prc-supposes certain relations with the United States which
Congress alone can define nnd regulate. It was impossible
f r a self-constituted Government to put itself in that poM-jlion, witii its tiws and officers controlled by Federal au-
Itior.tv, w rh jut the action of that authority. Nothing »-Ne !
war- lei' to ti;e people, but to do as they did, to i:iv the Inun¬
dation of iheirown government, and then to come to Con-
gn ss with their work. Conceding, then, that th* y h id the
right to provide for their indispensable political wants by
this couise, what limitation was ihero upon the exercise ol
their powers in framing the Government ? Why, sir,
if they could do any thing, they could do every
thing not in conflict witn the Constitution of the
United Slates. And this brings tnc back to the orig¬
inal question, whether the Constitution does expressly or by
necessary implication prohibit the exercise of this contested
powder, or whether it grants any rights which render its ac¬
tion incompatible w ith their superior obligation. 1 haveal-
ready said, I can find for myself no such provision in that in¬
strument It will be recollected that the whole basis uf my
argument, whether right or wrong, was founded on the inde-
feasible right of eve<y distinct political community to regulate
its own government, when not rightfully controlled by some

superior; uthority. The only superior authority which, in
this country, could limit this right, must be derived from the
Constitution of the United States, and therefore every polit-1
ical power not thus limited belongs to the people of the ter¬
ritories. That was and is my view.
As to the term squatter sovereignty, or landlord sovereign¬

ty, and the reproach it is intended to carry with it, they be¬
come neither our age nor country. Men are entitled to gov¬
ernment even if they are landless, and human life'and hu¬
man happiness are worth protection, notwithstanding a re-

mote authority may be. the great landlord holding vast do.
mains in a state of nature, which it neither grants nor gov.
cms. Many of tho doctrines upon this subject carry u«

to the middle ages, when land was everything and man nuth-

ing. w e have arrived at a period when oetter views prevail
.when human nature asserts its rights, and the exercise ol

political power does not depend upon the accident of proper,
ty, but upon the great principles of freedom and just equalj.
ty. One of two things is inevitable; either tho people &f
California had the right to establish a government for them,
selves without reference to "squatter sovereignty or landlord
sovereignty," or they were necessarily condemned to liv?
without a government, or rather to die without one, for hu

man life under such circumstances would be lar more preca¬
rious than in the bloodiest battle on record. They choso

to do »\ hat we refused.to fouud a political system, affording
protection to the great objects of human society; and I know

nothing of the character of my countrymen, North or South,
if, on calm reflection, they do nut approve the proceeding.
Nor do I believe there is one of them, no matter where, who,
had he seen California in such a perilous crisis, would
have hesitated to substitute established law for lawless vio¬
lence and physical strength.

1 observe, what had nut struck me before, that in an ex-

tract from his speech, which, Col. Davis refersto, he ,3yg
that I spoke of the fanaticism of tho South. Sir, that i*a
deduction from my remarks., and me which 1 think their
t> ii't does not |u.-:ilY. I used no such term. 1 made no

such charge. 1 did, indeed, complain of a too prevalent in¬

disposition among our Southern brethren to make a just

allowance for the position and natural opinions of iVortaern
men. It was not enough that they should recognize and

defend the constitution 11 rights of the South, as zealously
and honestly, and 1 may add, under circumstances of a good
deal of personal ditliculty, as those their own section of

country; but they were almost denonuced as abolitionists,
is .Not tlii rn fanatics. 1 said, in some quarte^'unles* they
avowed and believed tint slavery was the best condition of

i human society. This is the substance of my remarks upon
that topic; an i 1 know tin: this sentiment of regr«t wa»

participated in by some of tho most steadfast friends of the-
South upon this floor; and certainly those remarks wero

made not in a spirit of hostility, but with feelings oi

Dain that :o little confidence was placed in exertions "ighr-
fuilv and honestly made _____

LEGISLATURE Of VIRGINIA.
Tiicrsi'At, .April 15, 1:52.

S>cn ATI;.
A I'otiiiuunication \vu» received from the House ul dc|t.

gates informing the Senate of the passage of various bills,
which have been enumerated in the proceedings of that

body.
Th<» Senate concurred in the amendment of the h0u30 of

Delegates to the bill providing for the election of Judges,
ac.
Mr. Thompson*, from the select committee, reported a bili

providing l'or laying otl two Commissioners' district in the

county of Dinwiddle.
On Sir. Daniel's motion, tin- hill in relation to the election

of certain otlicers of the city ol Petersburg was taken up,
and sundry amendments thereto adopt* d.

Mr. Shackelford did not wi.-h to oppose the bill, but the
bill provided ni.i only for the election of town uflicers but
uleo for State officers, and fixed the day for the election of
those ofliecrs nitiercnt from that fixed for the election of State
olficeis in mher portion* of the State.
Mr. Daniel could see no good reason why that should be

an objection to the bill, as it was only applicable to Peters-
hurt:; it was very desirable that these elections should como

on ut the curliest day, and it was necessary that some of
these municipal elections should take place by the lirst day
of May.
There being farther objections expressed to that portion

of the bill by Me.-sis. Deneale and Watson, on Mr. De-
neale's motion, the bill was laid 011 the table for the pres¬
ent.
On Mr. Thompson's motion, the l»iil providing for (wo

Commissioners' districts ir. the county of Dinwiddic, was

taken up out of its order on tiie calendar, and read the first
lime.
On Mr. Moveruev motion, the bili In relation to the elec¬

tion ol certain otlie* is by a joint vole of the two houses,
was laki n up.
Mr. Monci*he in ived 10 lay the bill on the table, anil make

it the order of tho day lor Mondiy next. The Senate refus¬
ed 10 muko it the order of that day.

o11 Mr. Deneale's motion, the bill was laid on the table.
The bill in relation to the election of otlicers of Petersburg

was ayain.taki n up, on .Mr. Daniel's motion.
Mr. Daniel insisted on the passage of 1u4 biil in its pre¬

sent form.
Mr. Denkalk intimated an amendment reducing the pay

of the Commonwealth's Attorney.
The bili whs larther discussed bv Messrs. Amolek, Daniel

and Denealk.
Mr. Stcakt said he wished to examine the bill, and hoped

it would be laid on I ho table. Tile bill was then laid on tho
table.
Mr. srirakr moved thai the senate adjourn, ns it wa> im¬

possible to proceed with anv i'liportant busin< ts.

mr. Shackelford asked Mr. Stuai>t to witlidraw his mo¬
tion. lie hoped the Senate would not adjourn, a- there was

business the ."Senate could proceed with, such as reading of
bills the fust time.
Mr. Stuart renewed his motion, and the Senate adjourn¬

ed.
iiousi: ok di:i>i:<;atics.

no quorum appearing, the House, on motion of Mr. Well-
man. adjourned.
THIUTY-SHL'ON I) ( O.VCHESS. I tb SESSION.

U tosesoAV, AriiiL 14, 1?5'2.
SENATE.

.Mr. Si.'Wuri] presented u petition «>f E. G. Atwater of New
York, representinjr that when the President of the United
State? and his Cabinet were travelling through the St ito of
Ni w York, during the last summer, he was engaged 10 tiro
a :<aIute, nuJ by the premature discharge ot a gun lio lost
both o! his arms, lie prays a pension.
Mr. David presented the memorial of U. P. tlallett an.l

other membe rs of the liar of Boston, praying that the sal¬
ary of the United States District Judge ot Massachusetts
be increased.
On motion of Mr. Chase, the Senate took up the bill grant¬

ing to the State of Ohio the unsold and unappropriated pub¬
lic land (amounting to about V!16,000 acres) remaining in ihat
State. And after explanation of the bill by Mr. Chase, and
some lemarks in opposition tlieri'to by Messrs. Dawson anil
Hunter, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third rea¬
ding.
The French Spoliation bill was then considered, and Mr

Felch resumed and concluded his remarks hi opposition to
the bill.
A motion for nn executive Miration was made and rejec¬

ted. And then, o.i ino lion .>! Mr. Mangum, who intends
to make » personal explanation to-morrow, the Senate ad¬
journed. .

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES.
The first business in order wastho resolutions submitted

yesterday by Mr. Ilrown of Mississippi, and Mr. Florence of
I'ennsv Ivania.
Mr. Florcncc withdrew the resolution for the purpose ot

substituting a bill, or' of the sectons ol which embraced the
resolution.
Mr. Urown concluded his speech of yesterday, and con¬

tended that tlin commiiteo contemplated throughout their
proceedings the employment of Messrs Donel.-on and Arm-
strong, for which purpose a coalition ol the extremes of j«.,r
ties had been formed in their favor, combined with the R>.-
puiilic. li the public printing, he said, was to be diviii.il,
there should have been more justice in Hie division; and if
any paper had the preference it should have been Ihe Intel-
ligencer. lie concluded by stating that it the States rights
party was to be proscribed.Georgia, Mississippi and Ala¬
bama a lone, numbering 100 000 men through the paper in
its interest, it could prescribe in return.
He then submitted the following resolution
Resolved, That the report of the cuminittec on public

printing be referred to the judiciary committee, with instruc¬
tions to report on the whole subject, and with reference to
such system for executing the public printing as shall appear
to be most expedient, ami to lake into consideration the es¬
tablishment of a bureau, under the supervision of n properofficer.

Mr. Florence moved to amend the resolution by adding a
bill for cMnblif-hitig a bureau tor the execution ol the public
printing, with a superintendent having a salary ol SJ.c0m,
whose term of otliee should be four years; anil went on to
trace the attacks that, he said, had be» n made n the public
printer, and thereby preventing his execution ol his contract.
Ilewcnton to show liiat the contract system did not real¬
ise the advantages which were Contemplated; and deduced
from the complaints that had been made, as to the manner
In which the printing had been performed, arguments in favor
of the establishment of a printing buirau.

Mr. Orr of South Carolina, enumerated the various ten¬
ders that were made when the present contract was enierid
into thit of Mr. Kives bting in tin: aggregate SliMi.OOO,with eight others that were lower, and inquired why neither
of these were selected as that on which to base the contract
ill it had been ollered to D^nelson iV. Armstrong and Gideon

Co. particularly, wht n the former it quired an advance of
sixty-nine per cent, when 20,000 copies w.re struck ofi,while Mr. Rives agreed to make a reduction to that extent
As to the Southern l'ress, to which allusion had been made,it that or any other newspaper could not support itself, it
should not derive S'Jch support from the uiti of government
c n tracts.

Mr. Fl irrnce having concluded was followed by Mr. *V>ik
of Tenn. who went into a political disquisition, and made
an allusion to Mr. Kantoul of .Mass., which called up that
gentleman, 'l'iie discussion that ensued, at the instance of
several members, wai declared to be out of order by the
Speaker, when .Mr. Polk concluded by moving that the reso¬
lution and amendment be laid on the tabic, and called for
the previous question.
Tho yeas and nays being ordered, Mr. Marshall of Ken-

lucky, moved that the Hons*; resolve iiselt intou committee
of the whole on the state ol the Union; upon which tellers
having been appointed, the motion was uyrecd to.ayes 90,
noes 33.
The House then went into committee and again took up

the Homestead bill.
Mr. Jenkins of .New York, recapitulated ihe number of

miles of land which it is proposed to give to the Western
States in aid of rail roads and for other purposes, amounting
altogether to eighty-one millions. Such lands as aro givtn
to rail roads, he said, are v< sied in corporate bodies and
cease to have a national character, and, therefore, should be
dealt with in a cautious manner.
He contended that the public lands aie vcstid in the Gen¬

eral Government, for the brnt-fit ot the whole country, th-i
funds arming from w hich are pal 1 into the public treasury,an I
oi.ght with equal propriety tic paid to individuals, as to be
given in the shape ot ir> e grants of land. He considered
the present mode of selling lands as working well, and us

inducing persons to lay up the means of purchasing forty or

eighty acre lots, while the plan of giving ttcm away had
never answered wherever it had b>en tried.

After he had concluded, the House adjourned.
MOVEMENTS OF K0S5U I'H.A MEETING OF TEX¬

AN CREIHIORS, &c.
Washington, Apbil 11..Kos.-uth remains here In a stati

u! almost perfect quiescence. No excitement attended his
reception, and mere will be none at hia departure. A largo
number of members of Congress and otliers have, however,
called upon him at his room. It is understood that ho do-
sires to see Mr Clay again before he leaves, and made an at¬

tempt to eflect it to day, but was disappointed. He will
probably be more fortunate to-morrow.
The Texan creditors met to day, but adjourned without

coming to any decision. They will probably accept what¬
ever Texas chooses to give them.
The Government is prosecuting forgers of Treasury vouil .

ers with great diligence. William S. Brown of Michigan, i^

on trial to-day in ihe Criminal Court. Hon. A. W. Huel »

his counsel.
The laborers on the Capitol extension resume work to-mor

row.

FIRE IN THE OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COUKl'
We are happy to learn that the fire in the Capitol yesterday

hus produced no serious damige. We understand that the-ro
are no papers lost which cannot be replaced, and that none
of any area c importance have been at all damaged. '1 lie
whole loss consists of a few tables, and a few transcripts fl

papers, Including some rough minutes and memoranda. It
is understood that the fire was accidental..(Cnion, April la-


